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TeamBath Netball Club - Juniors 
Please find below details for the 2014/2015 season.

1.  Club Aims

Our aim is to provide quality facilities and coaching to enable all our members to play netball in a safe and friendly environment whilst endeavouring to meet their expectations to improve their skills and to play competitively at a level at which they are best suited.  

2.  Fees and subscriptions 

a.  U14’s / U16’s

i.
Fees for 2014/2015 will be £185.  The figure includes all team registration charges, all training and match court fees, all coaching and umpiring costs, affiliation to England Netball and sundry administrative costs.  We aim to provide a maximum of 28 training sessions, cover 2 Avon tournaments and approximately 14 matches (depending on Avon league entries) over the course of the season.  With the introduction of a training dress code all juniors will be issued with a training t-shirt which is included in the fees (more details below).
ii.
You are required to pay a £50 joining fee on registration, which will cover the cost of Affiliation to England Netball (necessary if you wish to ‘play’ netball) and the initial coaching and umpiring costs.  You are also required to sign a Payment Agreement form stating how you intend to pay the remaining subscription. You are given a number of options eg in full or instalments, by cheque or bank transfer – full details are given on the form. You should be aware that you will not be affiliated unless the joining fee is received and you won’t be able to play in matches until you are affiliated. Failure to pay the remaining subscriptions in accordance with your signed Payment Agreement form will jeopardise your selection for matches. 
iii.      The joining fee will be returned should you not be selected to play for the club.

iv.
Other refunds cannot be given except in exceptional circumstances.

b.  U12’s / U11’s

i.
Training for U12’s and Hi5 netball for the U11’s is provided by Bath University on a ‘pay and play’ basis.  Sessions are held on Friday evenings - 4.30pm to 6pm - at the STV – please contact them for more information.

3.  Changes to STV Court availability
Again this year availability of our court space at Bath Uni STV has been revised, and together with our coach availability we have had to make major changes across the whole club, including our junior trials dates and our junior training times and venues.
Please see below for all the changes and how it affects you.

4.  Club registration 

You will be required to bring your £50 joining fee as well as your completed Membership and Payment Agreement forms on the relevant registration evening as given below.  Please make cheques payable to Bath Netball Club. 

a.  U14’s 
Registration will take place on Wednesday 3rd Sept from 4.10pm. The selection process will start at 4.30pm for 90 minutes.  Please arrive in good time to ease the registration process.
b.  U16’s

Registration will take place on Tuesday 2nd Sept from 5.40pm. The selection process will start at 6pm for 90 minutes. Please arrive in good time to ease the registration process.
c.  U12’s and Hi5
Registration for these groups is organised by Bath University – please contact them for further details

4.  Team trials
Trials will be held over two sessions as given below – to give yourself the best opportunity for success you should attend both sessions and it is essential that you tell us which trials session(s) you will be attending.

a.   U14s:   Team trials will take place on Weds 3rd and 10th Sept at Bath University STV – 4.30pm to 6pm.  Please note, you will not be able to take part in team trials unless payment of the joining fee has been received.
b.   U16s:   Team trials will take place on Tues 2nd  and 9th Sept at Bath University STV – 6pm to 7.30pm.  Please note, you will not be able to take part in team trials unless payment of the joining fee has been received. 

c.   So that we can organise the trials fairly and you can be seen in your preferred playing positions you are asked to e-mail the following details to the Junior Club Administrator (bathnetballclub@hotmail.co.uk ) as soon as possible but by end Aug 25th at the latest -  

i.   Existing members should provide playing positions (1st / 2nd / 3rd), County Academy (if selected) 
ii.   Potential members should provide the following (if not already done so)

              Date of birth,  Home address and contact telephone numbers (home and mobile),  preferred  

            positions (1st / 2nd / 3rd ), School attended, County academy (if selected)

If you are no longer interested in trialling for TBNC it would be appreciated if you would let us know asap 
but

If we don’t hear from you by 25th Aug we will assume that you are not interested in joining the club for the 2014/2015 season 
and you will be removed from the mailing list

d.    Please be aware that due to the large number of girls expected at both trials if you have not replied as requested above but you turn up on the night we cannot guarantee that you will be included in the selection process.  So, it is in your best interests to let us know as early as possible if you will be attending trials.
e.    In previous years on trials nights we have been short of certain positions so you may be asked to fill the empty places and it may not be one of your preferred positions.  It would be of enormous help if you would volunteer to help us in these situations.

f.    On arrival on trials nights, please register with the officials on the table in the corridor downstairs outside the

training hall.  You will be allocated a number which will be written on your arms in face paints.  You should also hand in the completed Membership form, the Payment Agreement form and the registration fee.

5.  Club Selection

a.   Due to the constraints of court space, and for health and safety reasons, places available are limited to 45 in each age group.

b.   TBNC is a very popular club and we are already oversubscribed for the number of places available in both age groups.  Regrettably, this will mean that we will not be able to take everyone who has expressed an interest.  We fully understand the disappointment this may cause but we have strong links with a number of other clubs in the area and would be happy to make introductions on your behalf.
c.   As voted in at the AGM in 2013, with effect from the 2014/2015 season, on movement from U14 to U16, and U16 to the senior section players will be required to re-trial for their place in the club. Previous membership will not guarantee re-selection at these times.
d.   Due to the large numbers attending trials it may be necessary to reduce numbers after the first trials session.

You will be informed by email if this affects you.
5.  Squad Selection – U14 / U16

a.    Squads will be selected on ability within the nominated positions, rather than age or friendship groups.  This may result in our more ‘talented’ girls being given the opportunity to play at a higher level in order to extend them further.  We understand that some may be disappointed with their squad selection but coaches work hard to ensure that girls receive the correct level of instruction and we would ask that parents and girls respect these decisions.  However, girls are monitored throughout the year to ensure they are playing at the right level and this may result in some movement between squads – up or down. If girls are sincere about netball they should be encouraged to take their commitment seriously - the results will speak for themselves. 

b.   Squads will normally operate with a maximum of 11/12 players each (depending on the coach) with the exception of the C/D squads which may be slightly larger.  
c.    All squads will play competitively in the Avon Junior League on Sundays. Team placings will be decided at the relevant Seeding Tournament at the beginning of the season.  These are likely to be held on Sundays 14th and 21st September – please put both dates in your diary as it is not clear which age group will be on which date.  Both tournaments will run from approximately 10am to 1pm.
6.  Player Code of Conduct , Disciplinary Policy and Code of Conduct for Supporters
a.
All members are issued with a Player’s Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Policy.  It is requested that all girls are made aware of the behaviour expected of them at training and matches, and by signing the Membership form you are acknowledging acceptance and agreeing to abide by them. 
b.       Breaches of the above code and policy will be dealt with in accordance with our Disciplinary Policy.

c.        Parents and Supporters are also issued with a Code of Conduct for Supporters and Carers.  You are requested to abide by these rules at all times.
d.      Copies of all relevant documents are attached to this letter but can also be found on our web site - www.tbnetballclub.co.uk – under the ‘Membership’ link.

7.  Training Kit

Over the last couple of years we have received various comments that some clothing worn to training, particularly by some of the older girls, is inappropriate.  Items commented on are very short shorts and tightly fitting t-shirts that are currently in fashion.
We have not previously stated any requirements for training kit but in view of these comments and our responsibilities in Safeguarding Children it has been decided to introduce a training kit/dress code.  Therefore all junior players will be issued with a training t-shirt which should be worn to training each week.  Furthermore all girls will be expected to wear skirts, skorts or shorts of a suitable length.
Please tell us what size is required on the Membership Form – XS / S / M / L / XL 

8.  Match Kit

a.
 All teams will play in the TeamBath colours, blue and yellow.  You will need a shirt and skort, a sweatshirt and tracksuit trousers. Wimp vests (to be worn under the playing shirt) in club colours are available as an optional extra.   Please note – when representing the club you are expected to be in full club kit.
b.
All items of kit should be purchased from John Moore’s Sports embroidery shop in Monmouth Street, Bath.  

c.
If you would like to find out about second hand kit please don’t hesitate to ask – it is possible that we may have some second hand kit available.
9.  Footwear
a.      You should ensure that you wear suitable footwear to play netball – pumps, plimsolls and daps are not considered suitable and you will not be allowed on court.  It is recommended that you wear a dedicated netball trainer but they can be expensive.  NB: Good quality trainers are sufficient for trials so please do not buy specific netball trainers until your selection is confirmed. 
b.     Ideally you should have a pair of trainers dedicated for indoor play.  Bath University have indicated that they intend to inspect footwear occasionally and will reject any that are obviously used outdoors.  However, if you need to use trainers for more than one sport please ensure that they are clean ie: remove all traces of mud and stones stuck in the tread.  We will also be checking footwear, particularly on trials nights, and if considered to be unsuitable you will be asked to leave the court.  

c. 
Whilst it is understood that trainers are expensive it is recommended that you wear a dedicated netball shoe as they provide the correct support, grip and cushioning.  TBNC does not endorse any brand in particular, however, ASICS seem to be the preferred brand for many of our netballers. Also, they appear to have styles to fit all budgets, although they are not the only brand available. Netball trainers are available from John Moore Sports and online.   

10.  Jewellery and Personal Safety

a.      All jewellery must be removed before you take to the court both at training and at matches.  You are advised not to have any piercings done during the playing season – Sept through April.  It is recommended they be done during the off-season months of May and June to allow them to heal by the beginning of September.  If you are unable or unwilling to remove earrings, rings, necklaces, bracelets or studs you will be asked to leave the court.  This is for your own safety as well as the safety of all other players on court.  

b.       Nails should be cut short.  Umpires will inspect nails before each match and you will not be allowed on court until they comply with the rules.
c.       Hair should be tied back so it is off your face allowing you good peripheral vision.

11.  Team Managers

We are keen to find a volunteer parent in each squad who would be willing to take on a limited responsibility to help, particularly on match days.  Responsibilities would typically include:

a.
Should a coach be unavailable for a match, to ensure that the squad arrives with balls and bibs, implement squad rotations as provided by the coach, and to advise the coach of the score and ‘players of the match’ by 5pm that evening.

b.
In the event that a match is cancelled due to inclement weather conditions, to be a focal point for ensuring all squad members are informed.

If you would be willing to help in this way please let us know at the contacts below.

12.  Contact details

a.
It is intended to provide you with coaching and admin staff contact details, however, these will not be available until the beginning of the season when personnel have been finalised.

b.
Once teams have been selected you will also be provided with contact details for other team members.

c.
Please provide an e-mail address that is checked regularly – preferably a parental address.  We often need to pass important information to you as a matter of urgency and it has been noted that some messages do not get through. 

d.       Please provide us with two mobile numbers, primarily a parental number but also the player’s number, if they have one  – we often need to contact you on match days for eg. cancellation of matches due to bad weather. 

e.
All relevant information is also published on the web site – www.tbnetballclub.co.uk - please let us know if you can’t find what you are looking for.
13.  England Affiliation

England Netball now require all members to complete their own Registration Form.  Club secretaries are required to hold these forms and can be asked to submit them at any time.  You are therefore requested to complete the form (copy attached) and hand it in on the registration evening.
14. Publicity

a.  Facebook - The club has a Facebook account where we are keen to publish match results and possibly the odd photo, as well as advertise upcoming events and pass on urgent information.  The account is a ‘closed group’ which means only people invited to join the group can view the content.  When selections have been completed you will be invited to join the group.  Rules for use of this account will be issued at the same time.
b.  Web site – The club web site will contain all relevant information about the club and for club members including match results and photos.  However, all photographs will be password protected which will be issued to members when selections have been completed.  Please visit www.tbnetballclub.co.uk for all information. 
15. Finances and Fund Raising

We are aware that junior fees were increased substantially last year so we have aimed to keep fees the same this year.  However, the training kit/dress code was voted in at this year’s AGM so we have increased the junior fee to cover the cost of the training t-shirt.   
Club finances are under constant pressure due to the requirement to use other training venues and the increasing costs of our competition venues etc so it is essential that we continue with our fundraising activities.

We are acutely aware that these are, as far as possible, cost free to members.  Last year we identified a couple of opportunities which raised £300 but we need to do far more and the junior section need to do their bit.
Once the membership has been decided we will be in touch with details of how you can be involved.

Please help us in our fundraising activities – failure to raise enough funds in this way will only mean higher membership fees next year.
2014/2015 Season

1.  Training sessions – U14’s / U16’s

Due to the changes to our court and coach availability we have had to make some major changes to our training venues and times across the club as a whole.  Junior training times are as follows:-
All U14 squads – 4.30pm to 6pm on two courts – Wednesdays at Bath Uni STV

U16A/B squads  – 6.30pm to 8pm – Mondays at Hayesfield School, Bath
U16C/D squads – 6pm to 7.30pm – Wednesdays at Royal High School, Bath
2.  Training sessions – U11’s / U12’s

These training sessions are organised by Bath University – please contact them for further details.
Avon League

1.  Pre-season tournaments

To ensure that girls play at the correct level Avon Netball Association will organise seeding tournaments –

These are likely to be arranged for Sunday 14th Sept 2014 and Sunday 21st Sept 2014. Confirmation and further details of venue, draws and times will follow as soon as possible.

2.  League Fixtures

a.     Junior League fixtures will not be available until the seeding tournaments above have taken place.  Dates likely to be used for league fixtures are 28th Sep 2014, 5th, 12th, 19th Oct 2014, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th Nov 2014, 7th, 14th Dec 2014, 11th, 18th, 25th Jan 2015, 1st, 8th Feb 2015, 1st, 8th,15th,22nd Mar 2015,19th, 26th April 2015 – these will be confirmed asap. Please put these dates in your diary although not all will be required for your team. 

b.    Avon are keen that league matches are played in accordance with the published league fixtures – this is because the dates available are limited and the season should be finished by the end of April.  Therefore, fixtures are played regardless of the weather unless it is exceptionally bad.  Avon will inform clubs of any cancellations as soon as possible after an early morning inspection of the courts.
c.    You must therefore assume that matches are to be played unless you hear from us that they have been cancelled.  We will inform you as soon as we are able by text, email, via the Facebook page and the web site.  On such match days you are requested to have access to your nominated mobile ‘phones and to check for updates before you leave on your journey, and if playing in the first match of the day to check during your journey. 
3.  Availabilities

Please let us have your availability for the dates above as soon as possible. We ask that you honour these dates but should you need to change your availabilities please inform your coach and the Junior Administrator (bathnetballclub@hotmail.co.uk ) as soon as possible.

4.  Match selection

Selection for matches will be made at the training session before.  Whilst it is understood that you will not be able to attend every training session, if you wish to be included in the match selection process you must let your coach know before the training session.  If you do not inform your coach you will not be included in the match selection process even if you have stated that you are available, and your place will be offered to someone else. If there are insufficient players available at the training session players will be moved up and the lower league matches will be cancelled to avoid the penalty payments late cancellation incurs. 

5.  Regional Competitions

a. Should any of the U16 and U14 teams take part in their respective Regional Competitions it is club policy to include any eligible girls playing at a higher level of competition ie: U16 girls playing in the senior leagues, U14 girls playing in the U16 league.  If necessary girls will be asked to ‘stand down’ for the duration of these competitions.

b. In previous years the club has funded these competitions either in full or in part.  Because of the changes to the structure of the competitions and the extra training sessions required for these squads (plus match courts and umpires etc) this is no longer possible.  Therefore it will be necessary to charge participating players an extra fee.  Based on last year’s costs this could be as much as £100.   However, coaches will be suggesting fundraising activities to raise these funds. 
c.        Competition details and fundraising activities will be issued as soon as they are available.
If you have any questions about any of the subjects mentioned above please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Please let us have your preferred positions asap – it allows us to organise the sessions so you can be seen properly.  If you cannot attend a trials session because of holidays or school commitments but want to be included, again please let us know as soon as possible. 
We look forward to seeing you on 2nd or 3rd September 2014.  

Many thanks
    Erica Davies
                      Lesley Robbins

Erica Davies –  Junior Head Coach             Lesley Robbins – Junior Administrator


Personal:  ericalnetball@gmail.com             Personal:  lesleyrobbins@btinternet.com
Club email account:  bathnetballclub@hotmail.co.uk 
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